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Forcible and Preeise.

Mr. BRYAN has formulated this reply
to the inconvenient question as. to
* whether he will bolt the St. Louis ticket
next summer in case the convention fails
to reaffirm the Kansas City platform:
“You had better ask that question of those who
. ‘are trying to drag the party back to where It was
between 1%2 and 1%96."” b
Asa phrase descriptive of those Demo-
* orats who now want to reorganize the
‘party for victory, Mr. BRYAN'S invention
strikes us as accurate and feh'citoni
- “Those who are trying 'to drag the
party back to where it was between 1892
and 1808." }
Between 1892 and 1896 the Democracy
- was in the White House. i

, The Centre of Legislation.

' The census returns include almost

* everything else, but not specifically the
* population of Dunlap, ll. The Gazetteer
‘ tells us that Dunlap isa post-hamlet in
' Peoria county, fifteen miles north of
Peoria, with a population of 80. What

* was the population in 1800? The census
* submerges Dunlap in some mysterious

“minor civil division,” Thus those eighty
or more souls are lost from sight. Thisis
dnnoying, because Dunlap is a major

* @ivil division. -Dunlap is the centre of
legislation, at least of thoughts on legis-
lation, the very seed-bed and sprouting-
ground of bills and statutes and acts.

- In the Senate, Thursday, the Hon.
SHELBY MCORE CULLOM presented fif-
teen petitions of the State Grange of
Patrons of Husbandry of Dunlap. Fif-
teen petitions from a single association,

‘' which cannot possibly include more than

a small numberof the eighty or mora

unlapians. The Dunlap Patrons of
usbandry pray for:

\‘ 1. An amendment to the Conatitution to regulate:

\d control corporations and eombinations.

V. Legislation to enlarge the powers of the Inter-
Sta Commerce Comm’ssion.

" Leglalation to revise the fees and salaries.of
alFederal oMcers.

iLegialation to extend forelgn markets for
Anyican agricultursl products.

8. egislation to regulate the usesof shoddy.

6.'he passage of the Pure Foodill.

7/egisiation requiring all lawsvto be approved
by Ve of the people.

8. A amendment to the Comnstitation providing
for thelection of United StatesiSenators by direct
vote othe people.

0. Atappropriation for the improvement of
public Xhways.

10. Amppropriation for & ship canal from:- the
Mississipy to the Great Lakes and thence to the
seaboard

12. Leglation to prevent raliread companies
from chayng more for carrying malls than for
the/transpitation of freight by express companies.

18. Legisition for the establishing of postal
savings- bays.

14. The pa&age of the - Post-Parcelsdill.

15. Legislaon to Increase the pay of rural-mall
earriers.

All this's constructive work. The
only negatye or destructive idea put

- forth by Dulap is:

11. A prayerygainst the passage of the Ship
Subsidy bill. |

Is there ay community that dis-
charges its dties toward Congress and

‘the oountry zore earmestly and thor-

oughly than Dinlap? We don't believe

80. Who caresihere the centre of popu-
. lation is? The‘entre of legislation is at

Dunlap,Ill. Loigmay it remain there!

The of Religion.
We xeodv» lethrs which speak disre-
+ spectfilly and cogemptuously of Chris-
- tian Sclence and tlp: organized believers
in it. - The sending of such letters.to
Tae quis useles, for -we shall not
- print them. 4 '

‘80 also we receite letters ridiculing
all forms of religiou belief and treating
Christianity as a dildish superstition
no more deserving o serious considera-
tion than the fetichsm of savagery.
They do not discriminate between the
Churches, but put thhm all together as
representatives of a purvival of belief
in the myths and fabla of the childhood
of therace. These alsy go into the waste
basket. )

Letters come to us gttacking the re-
ligioh and ethics of the Jews, who now
number something like 700,000 of the
population of New York,and seem likely
to increase in number iintil they shall
be as many ‘as either of the two great
divigions of Christians, & least, of those
who are more than pufely nominal in
their allegiance to Chfistianity. The
time has passed when the Jews could be
set aside contemptuously as an insignifi-
cant part of the community. They have
become one of its greatest social forces.
New York is already the Jewish capital
of the world, so far as concerns the
wagnitude and the social’ and material
influence of that race. Na assault can
prevent the destined prominence, if
not predominance, of Jews'in New York,
The sehools and colleges arg full of them,
they.are crowding into the, learned ‘pro-
fessions and in trade and finance, every-
whete they are getting to the front.

€Hristian Science is one of the remark-
able religious developmefits of modern'
times) _ The religious emotion expressed
in Christianity is of tremendous conse-
quence in the history of mankind. The
surv'lVQl of Judaism is one of the most
momentous of the phenomena in‘the his-
tory of mankind. Only a shallow phi-
losophy regards lightly these manifeata-
tions of the human religious Jnstinct—
the age-long passion of mankind to
search for a supernatural explanation
of the mystery of existence.

The present unquestionably is a time
- of scepticism as to that religious expla-
'natiofl. Probably never in the history
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by the Federation of Churches:

of the world was there so much intelli-
gent doubt of it as there is now; and it
is not merely doubt of any particular
religion, but of all religion—of the very
existence of a personal Gop. This, too,
is respectable. Only a shallow mind
brushes aside the inquiry as captious
and impertinaat, for the natural science
which has'given so great distinction to
this era’'is making it. It deserves the
respect to which honeat and intelligent
search for truth is always entitled. The
world is the better for it.

To-day, however, something like a
quarter of the population of this great
community will attest by their presence
in churches thejr continuing belief in
the religious solution of the mysteéry of
existence. Here is a list of the church
membership of New York as compiled

Cahollcs, enroMed............coivvnennnnsne 084,800
Cathollcs, out of Chureh.......covvveveesss, 265,200
Protestants, enrolled............ , 1,152,650
Out of Chureh...........ovvves T ) 741,080
TOWE, s e e sTe 03 oS T ORAAS ik 675,000

, The Protestant deénominations are
enumerated thus in the order of their

strength:

Protestant BpIScOPal. ......oovvvernerirneiinies 88,203
Methodists, all bodles.........coooviininiinanes 48,138
LUtheras: ..o....ooovviivnninanne 45,745
Presbyterlan, all bodles.... ....... 43,520
Baptist, all bodles...........ocunnne 37,627
Reformed, Dutch............... 23,060
Congrenilonal .o 18,658
ANOLROrS: v baltsnsrvasann snnpy b snsretsns sy _.24.180

These statistics demonstrate how great
and powerful is the army of religious
belief in New York. Other. statistios
tell the same story. The ecclesiastical
properties in the list of exemptions
from taxation aggregate in value more
than $200,000,000, and this amount ‘is
steadily increasing. e

Is Hudson Bay Private Property?

The settlement of the Alaska boundary
question has given vitality to another
question of importance to our northern
neighbors. The Canadian Government is
now giving attention to the exact politi-
cal and geographical status of Hudson
Bay. Isit orisit not a mare clausum? A
glance at the map shows the great bay
so effectively surrounded by Canadian
territory that no reasonable doubt would
seem possible. It might almost be said
that the very heart of Canada, geo-
graphically, is this 580,000 square miles
of water area, practically approachable
only through Hudson Strait. Yet the
matter is sufficiently indeterminate to
justify Canada in making an official
investigation.

Although the question is by no means
a new one, it is but recently that the
matter has become really important. A
few years ago the shores of the bay were
a wilderness known only to Indians and
trappers who dealt with the outside
world;solély through the agency of that
venerable institution, the Hudson Bay
Compdny. OChartered, originally, by
CHARLES II., in May, 1670, this company
claimed exclusive trading privileges
throughout the region of Hudson Bay
anq James Bay for nearly two hundred
years. CHAMPLAIN'S energies made Can-
ada a rrench colony, but the northern
boundary of French possession was
vague. French intereste disputed the
rights of the Hudson Bay Company until
the Treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, gave
England sovereign rights to the bay, the
strait and the surrounding territory.
The Treaty of Paris, signed in 1763, for-
mally gave to England full control and
possession of that which is now known as
the Dominion of Canada. :

By a treaty concluded in 1783 the
people of the United States obtained
certain' fishing rights in the Gulf of St.
Lawrence and on the Newfoundland
banks, and also in “all other places in
the sea where the inhabitants of both
countries used at any time heretofore to
fish.” The Treaty of Ghent, which closad
the War of 1812, appears to have estab-
lished the fishing rights of Great Britain
and her colonies in the territorial waters
of British North America. But this did
not fully determine the limits of tho#e
territorial waters. The convéntion of
1818 is more definite, and upon this the
Canadians have rested more than one
claim' regarding their fishing rights.
This eonvention established the “three
mile limit” over certain areas, but gaye
to American fishermen equal righta with
British and Canadian flshermen .in cer-
tain other areas' whose northern limits
were ‘only vaguely defined beyond the
fact that the rights were to be “withoiit
prejudice to any of the rights of the Hud-
son Bay Company.” The long monopoly
of the-Hudson Bay Company was sur-
rendered to the Dominion (lovernment
in 1868 for 81,600,000, and it may be
presumed that thereafter the waters’of
Hudson Strait and Hudson Bay fell undér
the same conditions as those prevailing
in regard to other Canadian waters.

But the rights secured to Ameriocan
fishermen by .the cénvention of 1818
remain. Under. thet convention, they
were at liberty to fish along the cotst 'of
Labrador and “northward indefinitely.”
For many years thay have fished agd
maintained whaling stations “north-
ward indefinitely,” past Cape Chudleéigh,
along Baffin Land, through Hudson
Strait and in Hudson Bay. The Cana-
dians have done no business there.
The Americans have done much. Can-
ada is now considering the establish-
ment. of a barrier from Cape Chudléigh
to Baffin Land, at the entrance to Hud-
son Strait, on the ground of sovetreignty
over these waters, as an inland sea, and
under the old British “headland theory,”
which the United Statées Governmént
has never officially récognized.

In point of area Hudson Bay stands
third among the world’s inland waters.
The Mediterranean Sea covers an area
‘a little less than 1,000,000 square miles
in extent. The Caribbean covers 680,-
000 square miles, only 100,000 ore
than Hudson Bay. Hudson Strait is a
waterway of 500 miles in length, varying
in width from 50 to 100 miles. To claim
all this as private property of the Do-
minion of Canada is to assume a con-
siderable responsibility, and possibly
to open a question whereof the settle-
ment would involve many vears of
diplomatic discussion. Canada can
hardly claim that American fishermen
have trenched on the rights of Canadian
fishermen, because for aboyt sixty years

Americansf have been the only people
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who: .have gone there. New Bedford
whalers have made many a profitable
voyage into the bay, while the Canadians
have paid no attention to their oppor-
tunities.

The strongest influence for the de-
termination of the question is in the pro-
jects of railway extension to the shores
of the bay. Lines are now being pushed
in that direction, and others are proj-
ected from the south and from the west.
For four months in the y=ar the bay
route would be available for transat-
lantic traffic and constitute the shortest
possible line, by many hundreds of
miles, between the Canadian wheat
fields and the markets of Europe. With
railway connection, the bay and its ad-
joining waters would become available
and valuable as a fishing ground for a
large variety of food fish, besides the
whales, walrus, porpoise and hair seal
now ocaptured by the enterprising New
Bedford men.

The wisest policy for Canada, so far
as the water area is concerned, would
seem to be an “open door” for many
years to come. Such a policy might
do much toward building up the vast
waste places of Keewatin and Ungava,
and constitute a highly valuable source
of national wealth, It may be found
difficult, as well as impolitic, to close a
door 100 miles wide at the end of a 500
mile channel leadinginto a 600,000 mile
expanse of ocean water.

The Ex-Mandarin of Buz-Buz.

Somewhere in the dark backward and
abysm of time, an early maker of “lim-
ericks” sang of

“ The Mandarin of Buz-Buz,
HIs face 1s covered with fuzz tuzz,
4 And he'hits the pipe, he does, does—
That Mandarin of Buz-Buz."”

That maker was a seer and foreseer.
There is'a mandarin of Buz-Buz, and a
good man he is and has suffered losses,
for which'the Government ought to rec-
ompense him. A letter from the Hon.
ELIHU RooT to the Hon. JosepH G.
CANNON. introduces to us the Moro JAJI
BIN YDRIS, “aloyal and useful Moro.” In
a letter dated at Jolo, Oct. 25, 1902, and
addressed to the Civil Governor of Manila,
JAJI BIN YDRIS tells his story. He is a
poor Moro, he has lost all he possessed,
and he asks redress. In November,
1800, he was the owner of the boat Panco,
with a license to trade and with a per-
mit from the commanding officer at Jolo
to carry arms for self-defence. Armed
also with a customs permit to load a
general cargo, he left Jolo on the Panco,
Nov. 29, at 10 A. M., bound for Pasangan,
on Basilan Island. At about 11 P. M.
the Panco was off Pilas Island. All
sails were set, but the wind had slackened
and the boat was making little headway.
There was a lantern at the stern. The
night was very clear. JAJI BIN YDRIS
was on watch. AMBUNG was steering.
All the men were awake. At about 1
A. M. theysaw the red light of a steamer,
which they recognized as the United
States launch Ogden, from Zamboanga.
JaJ1, the son of YDRIS, reports what
followed:

™ When about 200 yards distant from us, she sud-
denly changed her course and headed straight for
my boat. We at once shouted, *Lancha Panco,
lancha Panco,’ and AMBUNG took the lantern from
the stern and waved It about, while we kept on
shouting. There was no response from the launch,
which ran straight into my boat, striking the port
quarter, and my boat Immediately filled with water.
AMBUNG, who held the lantern, was thrown Into
the sea by the shock, the lantern striking and injur-
ing his head.. Sary, another member of the crew,
iqa also thrown overboard and barely escaped
drowning.

* The Ogdén steamed away, leaving us drifting
on the wrecked boat, though we shouted to her
crew to save us. ' She returned about an hour after-
ward, and,. finding us still afloat, demanded the
surrender of our Arms. We complled, and were then
taken aboard her. 1 asked the captaln of the
launch 1f ke would save my goods or tow my boat,
but he sald he could not do so, being In haste to get
to Jolo. I asked him why he ran Into my boat,
and he replied: ’Did you not see our lights?' 1
answéred: * Yes: " and he then asked: * Why did you
not gét out of'our way? ' I sald: ‘' How eould [ do
1t? There wad not enotigh wind.' He Answered that
1 would be put 1n jatl for not going out of his road
after seeing his lights. 1 replied that 1t was the
duty of a steamer to go ont of the road of a salling
vessel, not for the salling vessel to go out of the road
of & steamer, as a salling vessel was helpless without
wind.”

Col. WALLACE of the Fifteenth Cav-
alty, commanding at the Post of Jolo,
writes to the Adjutant-General of the
Division of the Philippines that JaJr
BIX..YDRI# has been “favorably known”
to him since he took command at Jolo.
JAJT ig intelligent, speaks fluent Spanish,
and was Mandarin of Buz-Buz under
the Spanish régime, He has medals
from the Spanish Govérnment, and
since the American occupation has done
good setvice as a messenger, “without
asking Or receiving compensation,
théugh hé is poor.” JAJr's claim was
thoéroughly investigated at the time by
Major SWEET, thén commanding at Jolo,
who | recdmmeénded paymént. “It is
the impredsion,” says Col. WALLACE,
“that JAJ1'S pecuniary inab‘llity to per-
sondlly present his claim in Manila was
détriméntal to his intereste.” Col. WaAL-
LACE thinks, on the strength of the evi-
dence and his personal knowledge of
JAJI, that the claim should be allowed.
He adds this bit of hearsay but interest-
ing evidenece:

l,lr GoxTRER, former Sérgeant-Major Trenty-
third Infantry, now employed at Jolo by the Insular
Gévernment, states that during a conversation he
had with Capt. WILRRN8ON of the launch Ogden
on Rer arrival At Jolo After tha sceldent, the captain
sald that Paymaster and Mrs. STANTON were on
board, And that during tpa night of the accident
Mrs. STANTON'S chalr had béen so placed on déck
as to Interfére with theproper lookout of the man
at the wheel, and that the captain had added:
‘Damn the Moros, anyhow.’ ”

Civil Governor TAPT refers the claim
to the Attorney-General of the Philip-
pines for an opinion as to it8 validity or
equity. The Attorney-General accepts
thé conclusions 6f Col. WALLACE and of
Major-General DAvVis, who has asked
if “there is not some way that the civil
government cAn make an appropriation
to relieve this old Moro.” The Attotnéy-
General leaves it to the Commission to
determine that. Governor TAFT re-
ferred the matter to the Commission,
but recommended that the claim be paid.
The Commission decided that the claim

was against the United States Govem-{
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ment and not against the Insular Gov-
ernment. " 4 by AR

The report of the. Judge-Advocate
General to the Adjutant-General set
forth the evidence on the side of the
Ogden. Without questioning the good
faith of the witnesses, we must say that
we are not impressed by theit evidence.
Major STANTON, a passenger on the
Ogden, was asleep on the deck and was
roused by the yell of the captain of the
sailboat, He'saw no lights,* As the,
Panco's lantern was making a dent in
AMBUNG'S head before Major STANTON
could have been fully awake, it is ro
wonder he saw no light. The dent has
been seen by Mr. CHARLES SCHUCK, offi-
cial interpreter. It is a little unkind to
knock a man’s lights out, 8o to speak,
and then accuse him of not having any.
Naturally, the man at the wheel and the
lookout on the Ogden are sure there were
no lights on the Panco. The lookout
is equally sure that there were no shouts.
Private WARNICA was “lying down but
not asleep.” He heard no shouts. Evi-
dently he doesn't wake up as quickly as
Major STANTON., Private HUDDLESTON
didn't gee or hear anything that would
make him believe there was a boat near.
Accordingto him, the night was “cloudy.”
According to WARNICA, “the night wag
sodark that they had to get very close to
the boat before thgy could distinguish
what it was.” The sailing master was sure
that everybody on the Panco was asleep,
“as they made no sign until after they
had been run down.” All these persons,
except Major STANTON, have a personal
reason for showing that they were vigi-
lant. The soldiers were on guard.

Why did the Ogden return an hour
after the collision, order the crew to
surrender their arms and then take them
on board and carry them to Jolo, sub-
sequently returning their arms? Did it
occur to somebody that “Damn the
Moros!” might be a rather inconvenient
motto, after alh?

JAII'S claim is for $1,079.25 Mexican.
“The loyalty of the claimant and his
friendship to the United States is un-
questioned,” says Mr. Roor. His claim
has a more honest face than many of
those for.which Congress appropriates
money easily. We hope that Congress
will reimburse this excellent old Moro,
He has waited more than three years.

Bronx Borough a’ Separate County ?

The movement started several years
ago for the erection of a separate county
out of the territory now embraced in
the borough of The Bronx has been taken
up this year by the North Side Board of
Trade, and a bill creating the new county
of The Bronx has been prepared for in-
troduction in the Assembly. It is pro-
posed to elect a County Judge, a Surro-
gate, a District Attorney, a Sheriff, a
County Clerk and a Register of Deeds,
with salaries to be fixed by the Board
of Estimate and the Aldermen. The
Chamberlain of the city of New York
would perform the duties of treasurer of
the new county. The City Court of New
York and the Municipal courts would be
continued in their present jurisdiction,
and the county would have its own terms
and sittings of the Supreme Court. The
Commissioner of Jurors would be ap-
pointed under the same conditions that
now obtain in New York county. Until
a county jail can be built in the new
political subdivision, the jailsa of New
York county would be used for Bronx
prisoners.

There are now four counties within
New York city, the maintenance of
whose governments, as provided for in
the budget of 1903, cost as follows:

New York County.....oovvvvneiininiens $2,827,781.21
RINgs County......ooiveetsnvsvarsnsines 1,174,305.80
Queens County 157,3086.68
Rlchmond County.........ccvvvivnniins 68,010.38

The Bronx now contributes approxi-
mately one-fifteenth of the money neces-
sary to pay the expenses of New York
county, or $155,185, an amount sufficient
to pay the cost of complete county
government such as the people of Queens
county have. The borough stands third
among the five in New York city in the
assessed valuation of its real estate,
which is $247,000,7867—twice as much as
the valuation of Queens county and al-
moet six times as much as that of Rich-
mond. Inthe valuation of its personalty
it also stands third, with $14,762,041.
The total valuation of property taxable
for county purposes is $261,852,808. It
is plain that The Bronx could support
a county government without difficulty,
and it must be borne in mind that the de-
velopment of the territory as a residence
and business community has practically
only begun. In 1900 its population was
200,507, according to the Federal census.
In July, 1901, the Department of Health
estimated the population at 268,000.

New railroad facilities, the extension
of the business district of Manhattan,
and the growth of the population of the
city combine to increase the number of
residents in The Bronx, and the conse-
quent demand for convenient public
administration. The plan wiil be op-
posed vigorously, and whether it can be
put through this year is a question. But
in time The Bronx, because of its size,
the magnitude of its commercial inter-
ests, and the increase in its population,
will demand a county government and
receive it.

C(ﬁnment by Mr. Bryan’s Old Friends.

The Hon. WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN
is capering through the Fast, and is
about to caper through the South, with
a #ilver chip on his shoulder. He is
enjoying himself thoroughly and is as
gsure that the St. Louis convention will
not kick away the Kansas City platform
as he was sure of being elected President
in 1806 and 1900. “Recalcitrants” will
-please sit in the sinners’ seats while the
(ireat American Silver Exhorter delivers
his lecture from the exact centre of the
stage. s

Mr. BRYAN'S happiness is not shared
by his old friends. They watch his an-
ties with sorrow and warn him that he
will be spanked, good and hard, if he
doesn’t behave himself. Their opinion
of his attempt to monopolize the Demo-
cratio party for the third time is ex-
pressed tersely by Senator DuBors of
Idahe, a Demoorat .who was formerly
a Silver Republican and a devout

'.;.24’

+ gested mine,

% B i

1904

2 oy T S n LA
worshipper of the great white dollar of
our dadddes:” ©, .

* He hag hald his chance twicé on the lasue which
he Hames, ang It Is time for him to pause _tnd‘ find
out what Hite friends think of the sltuation. . If.he
maintains 1he attitiide ‘expressed In, his Lidéofn
speéth and to:ddy's' interview he will make it neoes-
sary for thh convention to turn him down in a-man-
ner that we shall all regret,.and which will be likely
10 dause hatd feelingd. - Hei above all Others, dught
ta know that frée siiver I§ dead, and'that jt.will
havo no friepds at St. Louls.” AT

‘Thé Hon. R: M. JoBNSTON, the Texas
member.p? th& Demooratic National Com-
mittee, 4lso gives public admonition:

“He has made"‘ It necessary for conservatjve
Democrats, who ought now to have th'elr Innings,
10 squelch him, and we had all hoped that this dity
would not baimpdeed on us. Mr. Bryan himself
has now dashed i,ﬁu hope. Whetheér or not he will
be let down eady’or with a Jolt depends on whether
or not he keepa this thing up to thé day of the con-
veption. He ought to know that hie can no longer
be. a dlotator of Democratic policies.”

- Whenever ‘an infant phenomenon
grows too talkative and shows a dls-
pogition to be disagreeable to the gueats
at the breakfast table, he has to be
lugged off and massaged sternly with a
alipper.

The helpless situation in. which the life
saving crews find themselves when an at-
tempt is made to launch a boat in an un-
usually heavy sea was illustrated again
yesterday, when a schooner went ashore
near the Quogue life saving station. The
fog obscured the veseel, o that no line could
be shot to her, and while the surfmen
listened to the ories of the doomed mari-
ners on board of her:

“ Tremendous scas defeated répeated attempts
to launch the surfboat.”

The Government could better afford to
spend a vast sum of money to provide run-
ways for boat launching than to permit a
condition of affairs under which such a
fact could be reported.

Tams Bixsy, T. B. NEEDLES and C. R.
BRECKINRIDOE, composing the Dawes Com-
mission, have sent to the Senate a memorial
denying totdlly the serious charges that
were made against them last spring of trad-
ing in Indian lands and profiting from
their official positions. The memorial
presents the Commissioners in the light of
devoted public servants suffering under
attacks inspired by persons whose attempts
to swindle the Indians they have thwarted.

The Hon. WrLLiaM C. LoveriNGg, Repre-
sentative in Congress from the Fourteenth
Massachusetts distriot, has introduced a
billin the House providing that oil and water-
color paintings, statuary, sculpture, draw-
ings, engravings and etchingsfrom foreign
countries shall be admitted to this country
free of duty when they shall have been pro-
duced or manufactured more than fifty
years before the date of importation. Mr.
LovERING has been impressed by the fact
that a resident of Boston was compelled
recently to pay a large sum in duties on
works of arts that the nation should have
welcomed instead of trying to bar out.

Senator HANNA is still confined in bed with the
grip, but is making much progress.—Washingion
despatch to the Herald.

So it seema.
e —————

Is Science Trembling on the Verge of Some-
thing Great?
From the Nineteenth Century.

At present the phenomena of physics are, as It
were, divided Into two camps: acousties and heat,
which are explained from the laws of mechaniecs;
and electricity, with its subdivision, light, which
has not been satisfactorily thus explained. For
half @ century we have tried to explain electricity
mechdiglcally, and may be sald to Nave falled; let
us now try to explain mechanics electrically, and
see where that will lead us.

Perhaps It {s 8 mere matter of words whether we
say that all matter Is electrically ebarged or that
all matter is modified electricity. But It may lead
10 the most far-reaching conclusions if, In explain-
ing phenomena, the laws of electricity should be
taken as the premiss from which we start, instead
of, as hitherto, the Inertla of matter. And, Inas-
much as the more uearly any explanation ap-
proachea the truth, the better does it point the way
to fresh knowledge, the fact that so radical a change

may be about to take place s one of the reasons

why there |s a feeling of expectancy in the air. Tt s
hoped that light may be thrown upon universal
gravitation and other obscure problems, and it s
suspected that sclence {s trembling on the verge
of something great.

A Word for Porte Rico Frait.

To Tk EDITOR OP THE SUX—S{r; A number
of articles have been published lately reflecting
on the orange Industry of Porto Rico.

1 wish to say that during the past vear we have
been using Porto Rlco oranges and pineapples
almost exclusively, and find them supérior to any
others that we have ever tried. Many of the wild
oranges are as good as the inest Florida specimens.
When you consider that they are only five days in
transit from the trees to New York, that there are
nn frosts to contend with, and that Irrigation Is un-
necessary, 'ou can see falr reason to hope that Porto
Rico will soon lead the world in the orange Industry.
The freight rate I8 oniy 25 cents a box, and this Is
also a gréatr advantage.

Why not encourage the infant industries of Potto
Rico? C.S. H.

NEWARK, Jan. 23,

“Hell With the Lid Off” in Dante.

To TRE EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sfr; If I am not
mistaken, Dr. Parkburst, Mark Twain, Sarah
Bernhardt, John Burns, Jameés Parton and others
named are not the originators of “Hell with the
Iid off.” It strikes me that Dante, horn in 1208,
should have the oredit. In the “Inferno”, Canto
1X., lines 115 to 121:

"So was 1t here, save what in horror here

Paceli'd: for 'midst the graves were scatter'd

flames,

Wherewith intensely all throughout they burned,

That iron for no craft there hotter needs.

Thelr lids all hung suspended; and beneath,

From them forth issued lamentable moans,

Such as the sAd and tortured well might raise.”

OCEANPORT, N. J., Jan. 22.  J. H. MCCRERRY.

Fpr a New Registration Law,

To THE EpITorR oF THE SUN-—-Sir: Whereas
United States Government clerks employed In the
District of Columbla, in the rallway mall serviece
and elsewhere, entitled to vote here, are put to the
expense and loss of time of two trips, once to regls-
ter In person and ofice to vote:

Therefors will you not use the powerful influence
of Tar SUN In advocating an amendment to the
registration laws providing that Government
employecs entitled to vote here, but employed out-
side the State, may register by amdavit, verified
and sent by mail? Our Assemblyman, Mr. New-
comb, writes me that some amendments to the
reglstry laws are being prepared, and he has sug-
I am interested ~-my son I8 a clerk.
New Yomrk, Jan. %2. Mos¥s SmiTa.

Talk Happiness.

Talk happiness!

Not now and then, but every
Blessed day,

Even if you don't belleve

The half of what

You say;

There's no room here for him
Who whines as on his

Way he goes:

Remember, son, the world Is
$9d enough without

Your woes.

Talk happlncss cach chance

v Vou get-—-and

* T'alk 1t géod and strong!

L.ook for it 1o
Tho by'ways as you grimly
Plod along:
Pérhapé it s a stranger now
\Whoas vidit never

Comen; '
But talk 1t! Soon you'll find
That you.and Happineéss
s Are ehums. ¥
Lod Axdxtas. © J. W, Waiemr,

s

WOMEN IN CHURCH AND STATE.

Thelr Right and Thelr Abllity to Exercise
the Suffrage, Religious and Pelitioal.

To tur EpiTor or Tam SUN-Sir: After
reading . this morning your editorial “An
Agitation for Woman Suffrage in the Angli-
can Church” ¥ feel, as one baptized, confirmed
and for many: years an actlvé worker in the
Eplscopal Chureh, like saying a Mttle on the
subject. e i p )

I was glad indeed to read that the women
of England—(hough I would it.had been
American wonién—had at last, inone respect,
. Made af- organized’protest Against the posi-
tion to which the Chutch for s0 long has seen

to nssign them; andr even more glad, for the
honor- of the:Churth, that tHy had found
Such champjons u{ho two Bjatiops ndimed,

- Perhaps the reagor why tha'gorréspondence

in_ THE SuN_on the same subject mentioned
by you attracted so liftle .'mé"? was that
the majority of Church women feel'as the
writer does—namely, that the Chureh should
first :come to a realizing sensé of the insult
thate for centuries "has beeh put 8o .compla-
ocently'upon Woman, and thetefore, nécéisarily,
on Her Credtor, byiinslsting that she is an in-
ferior, creation to man and made.to be in
perpotudl , subjection, evén théugh, sing

the fTth Uy, ‘when” Bh an the
e c“éf-’n;"ml; :'g»" I R

: of ¢ l.‘;ﬁ,olunvlt was
no! wn what ¢laé to ith her. .

N eh\o J'oub -‘excapnﬁx w‘w bi,e.m by
sonie.to the ubove statainsit: but I refer tobur
v:ué;hopt Blo_l.ne.]az:’ B%r . umrgho ;.

. Morgiin Dix. ng from their,
ex dlg:s,«ehoy wﬂl bedar me out mf“
ably refer to St. Paul their Aut
but never to Christ, for He ;leys t
quite “the " oppon! to-~-ol|n sthe C
seems not yet 1o have disbovered. . 0. . '

But we:are tha%ﬂul Q,k‘u»,t bave o:l&l‘)
men as Dr. Rainsford and Meber Néwton,
others like them who have not vet spoken
boldly out, but who may. 8o, perhaps,
there is hope for woman I;Jho Church, after
all.- Until she |8 re | in the true dig-
nity of her womanhood. as a free child of God,
standing beside her brother, it will be. im-
possible for either of them to conceive of the

reatnesa of God or be able to carry out
is purpose for them as Hin children.

It is time the Church awoke. It claims to
stand for love and justice and truth: but
does it?

As a man who cannot accept turns away,
80 also is the thinking woman of to-day turn-
ing from the Church. It should not be for
the woman to demand, but for the Church
to recognize and give.

T must take exception to
in the latter part of your editorial, as to “the
Rreat mass of American wg[m.-n_bnlnc against
political suffrage.” By what right can it be
clnimed that unexpressed opinion is hostile?
While, unfortunately, it must be admitted
that there are a few women opponents, their
number (counted) is only a fractional part of
the (counted) believers. Petitions to the
New York Constitutional Convention showed
600,000 in favor of suffrage to about 8,000
against, and the opponents warked very hard,
vet the silent majority is always given to the
opposition, And so with the Church—if
the women were counted their desire for
equality in all thines would be exhibited.

A WouLp-BE EPINCOPALIAN.

NEw YORK, Jan. 20.

ﬁour statement,

To TRE Epi1ToR OF THE SUN—Sir: In your
editorial “An Agitation for Woman Suffrage
in the Anglican Church™ you say that it does
not ‘appear whether the great body of the
women in the Church of England take any
general interest in the subject or are as in-
different and eyen hostile to such suffrage
as are the great' mass of American women
to political suffrage. You say also that
“if Church women in England united in de-
manding the right of voting for represen-
tatives in the proposed council they would
get it, and eventually they would be admitted
to share in the deliberations of such an as-
sembly; but the example afforded by the vio-
lent opposition of women here to all sugges-
tions that the duty of voting be imposed on
them suggests that like feminine conserva-
tism may prevall in England concerning this
attempt of men to give to them the voice
in the Church to which their Prepondonnce
in numbers would seem to entitle them.”

Your words would lead an inhabitant of
Mars to imagine that American men spent
their entire time upon their knees imploring
and beseeching 4 mass of reluctant women
to accept the right of nuﬂr:ge. In man’s

at desire to keep that sacred privilege for
imself he pictures in glowing language
woman’s great reluctance to be forced to

vote. -

Nobody that I ever heard of wants to force

woman to vote. Every dmun in this country
gu a right to vote, and he votes when he
wants to, and does not vote when he does not
want to. Every woman in this country
should have equal rights with every man
politically and ecclelluticnll{l. and each an
every woman would exercise her rights when
she was rendy to do so, and not before. .

1 represent a large number of women who
pay taxes upon a large amount of property,
and 1 represent a large number of women
who are going to vote just as soon as in the

rocess of evolution a sufficient degree of
ustice has been implanted {n man.

MARGUERITE DU PONT LEE.
WASRINGTON. Jan. 20.

—

Experiences of a New Jersey Commauter.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: I have been
in many countries, visited many towns. but up to
a month ago had never been a commuter. An
enthustastic friend wds the ¢ause of my sasumption
of the role—[ apeak of It theatrically, as it appears
to me rather amusing—and I came here. I am
taking the commuting dose by degrees.

1 started off by pronouncing the name of this
falry apot In entirely a wrong way. It is not Ho-
boken, but Hub-bukken. The natives call it so, and
that settles the matter. )

Belng a new broom, I can sweep the effects an
defects of the place pretty clearly. 1 am sorry
to use ametaphor, for I wish I could do it actually.

Wwhen you come to New Jersey all your friends
immediately jump at the conclusion that you are
going to be married or el have joined the
eolony of allmpnists. 1 have done neither, yet
I have been kept busy lately denying reports of
matrimonial bliss and repudiating premature
congratulations. ‘

vxben you take a flat in Hub-bukken you must
givé references. A landlady onte asked me to
supply two raferences. | acceded, telling her
they were both friends of mine and would naturally
glve me agood character. She sald that she didn't
mind so long as their names were in the diréctory.
Accordingly, T referred her to two personal ao-
quaintanées who, I knew, were about to move.
But this won't do In Hub-bukken. A bank or eash-
fer's reference |s required for a twenty dollar flat
Just as it would be for a $5,000 house. That being
settled, you have to arrange in a pecunlary way
with the janttor for the shelving of your ashes and
garbage, for this feus ex macAina apparently has
no duties but to live on the premises and light the
hall gas. ‘

I yon use coal, and you must, for there are very
few steam-hehted flats to be found, this Ia a drain
upon your purse, but noblésse, or rather comfort,
oblige. Now you begiu to commute.

The ferryhoats are certainly not palaces of clean-
liness. A big notice stares you In the face that
“No Spitting Is Allowed.” but it will strike a new-
comer that commuters have no other occupation
in passing and repassing than to make the deck as
flthy as possibie.

A further notice runs to the effect that disorderly
and Intoxicated persons will not be allowed on the
women's sldp of the boat. The humor of this
warning has evidently not reached Hub-bukken,
80 let us leave the rowdies and intoxicants on the
men’s side and go over the'way.

Here at the rush hours one will ind nearly every
seat occupled by men, the ladies being deprived of
thelr supposed rights in the most up to-date man-
ner. Courtesy knows no laws on these ferrytioats.
Stil], as every one seems to know his neighbor, this
Is apparently another and a real case of nobliesss
oblige. - Evidently manners are not taught over
the river.

The atmosphere? Well, were you ever In a
monkey houze? The alr here Is similar, only
worse. 3

While making these observations we have reached
Hub -bukken, and notiee that Providence Is ev)-
dently the only street cleaner and has seen fit to
peglect Its duty lately. Tt will be noticed, too, that
there 1s a saloon at every corner and one or two in
the middle of nearly every block, which leads one
to the bellef that Hub-bukken Is not aseatof tem-
perance. It lsn't, nor I3 it free from gambling.
‘The spirit 1s inculeated In littis tips of boys, who
congrégate on the steps leading to the heights and
take their dally pleasure tn piaying craps.

On sundays Hab-bukken s the drinker's para.-
dise. The shades are drawn down In the saloons,
but every door is wide open.

1 have seen a policeman.

So much up to date. 1 bave no wish to cause a
run on this tempting spot. 1t Is Improvable and
eminently commutable. 1 may got accustomed
to it COMMUTER.

HUB-BUKKEN, Jan, 24,

Remedy for Dreams.

To TRE EPITOR or TAE SUN--Sfr. What causes
dreams and how can they be prevented®
NEWARK, N. J, Jan, 22. JORN A'DREAMS.

1.-Bleep.
3. Keep awake

 ODELL—-HOOKER. 48
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.Graft? .Y
From the Rochester Post-Ezpress.

Is Warren B. Hooker, a Justice of thy Su=
preme Court of this State, a “grafter”?  Has
he used the powers of affice to énrich himself?
Hos he padded the payrolls of the Postal
Department so as to put money into the
pockets of relatives and friends who rendered
no equivalent? Did he make restitution
through the hands of the Postmaster of Fre-
donia upon the demand of the GGovernment?
These are very important questions, which,
we hope, for the honer of the Judielary of
this Btate and the good name of the Republi-
can party, will be investigated without delay.

From the Jamestown Post.

Inasmuch as the charges do not relate to
any misconduct on the part of Justice Hooker
on the bench, good lawyers do not generally
believe that impeachment proceedings are
posaibly. At the sam» time it must be con-
cedad, even by Justice Hooker's warmest
friends, that the allegations are sufficient to
Affect. his usefulness as a Judge, and that his
failure to make prompt explanation has dis-
appointed public expectation.

From an Exasperated Demoocrat.

To TRE EDpITOR OF TRE SUux—Sir: Ifsome
humble corner can be found in your sage and
scintillating columns, will vou give space
to thp protesting cry of an exasperated Demo-
crat? Fwill engage to speak without violence
or profanity, '

I would ask how long—how long--will this
Nebrd#kan adventurer, with his hands in the
pockets of widows and orphans while he ex-
pounds the doctrine of altruism and sincerity
in politi¢cs; be suffered to control the Demo-
cratic nominations for the President?

When Populisn, in the person of W. J,
Bryan, eloped with the Democracy in 1808 and
1000, what good Democrat was not shamed
by the disgraceful liaison? We had hoped
that scandal might be forgotten, that it had
been lived down and repented; but, now when
the perty has before it the opportunity of
a generution, comes this blatant creature
again, and this time he brays that no one shall
:e called a Democrat without a license from

im! ;

How long will Democrata submit to the in-
dignity of being ic:asured by the Bryan
yardstick? Men who were Democrats and
sons of Democrats long before he had seized
upon the cheap notoriety of the iconoclast
he challenges, and upon his question, “Did
you vote for me?" hangs their right (accord-
ing to him) to belong to the party! )

Truly, the infatuation of the unthinking
and sensational—and their numbers in the
ramks of the party must be greater than we
feared—for this man’s utterances, instead
of ‘provoking a roar of laughter from ocean
to ocean, incite to large type!

Mr. Bryan should concent himself with his
multifarious duties as an unparalleled com-
poser of last wills and testaments, with the
execution of such wills, together with con-
testing the same, and with the added burden
of lecturing and paying thesilver-tongued
lecturer from the trust funds committed to
him for that purpose.

If he cannot find vent for his active energies
in these more or less self-imposed tasks, and
ifthe Democratic party should be mad enough
to follow his lead again, then let us welcoms
our sure defeat.

1 find myself with no permit from Mr. Bryan,
but by every law of lineage and environment
1 should sign myself A DEMOOBAT.

WAsHINGTON, D. C., Jan. 22,

Naturalized and Native.

To THE EDITOR OF Tae SUN—Sir: Sub-
stitute the word “native” for “natural,” and
you have the whole matter in a nutshell.

A "native born citizen” is the meaning and
intent of the Constitution (we are all, with
few exceptions, “natural born"), so that the
child of a citizen of the United States born
abroad is a naturalized citizen by law, and
not by the Constitution a native born citizen,

‘We understand these things better in Cali-
fornia, where we have “native sons and daugh-
ters.” B

NEw Yorx, Jan. 22

Negro Minstrelsy in England, il

From London Truth.

The passing of the Christy Minstrels—for
the Moore and Burgess enterprise is, it is
understood, to be allowed to lapse after next
autumn—will, 1 learn, be made the very
happy excuse for a history of the burnt cork
movement by the well known Scottish {ter
Mr. John T. Fyfe of Stonehaven, who-has for
some time past been collecting information on
the subject.

There secems, indeed, a question as to when
the_ Christy Minstrels really made a start in
this country. No doubt they were adevelop«
ment, partly of the darky merry makings on
the old slave plantations, partly of singl
performers of the Rice (“Jump Jim Crow”|
kind, who appeared in London in the earl
years of the last reign. Mr. John Ashton
in his entertaining baok of “Gossip of th
First Decade of Victoria’s Reign* (late!
published) has, however, unearthed fro!
the [llustrated London News a drawing of that
which is ’&robably the original British ni{for

arty. e date of the paper in question
8 Jan. 24, 1846, and the executants were only
five, the principal comedian being the tam«
bourine, Mr. (3érmon, who sat at one point
of the semi-circle, the “bones,” of course,
being opposite him, while two others play:
the bunfo and a fifth the accordion. “Bones
was no vocalist, but his four colleagues san
part and other songs, mostly of a humorou
character, including a J)nrody of a chorus
from “Somnambula,” and a partsong, “You'll
See Them on the Ohio.” I fancy that (yeorge
Hogarth, Dickens's father-in-law, was at
that time musical critic of the JIlluatrated
London News, and he seems to have con-
sidered the entertainment quite a novelty.
He said, among other things:

A party of American minstrels. under the desig-
nation of the “Ethioplan Serenaders,” commenced
on Wednesday night, Jan. 21, at the Hanover
Square Rooms, a series of concerts for the avowed
purpose of affording an accuratie notlon of negro
character and melody. They are painted jot black,
with ruddy lips and large mouths, and being capital

. the deception created Is so great that wagers
have offered that they are real darkles. my
dreas in dandy costumes, a la Julllen, that is white
walstcoated and wristbanded, turned up In the
most approved d'Orsay fashlon.

The first part of the entertainment co!
sinted of songs and the second of a farcical
sketch, on this occasion “The Railway Qver-
ture,” which caused a good deal of laughter
Indeéd, thé Ethiopian Serenaders provi
quite the fashion, and Punch burlesqued them,

iving also a picture of the blacked-up La-
flache playing the bones, with Mario as
tambourine, and Tamburini as banjoist,
Next. in order, in the early '308, 1 believe,
came a party of minstrels, who for a long
time did well in TLiverpool. Then came the
Christy's, who, toward the end of the '50s,
under the management of Moore, Crocker
and Ritter, opened at St. James's Hall, and
afterward became famous as the Moore and
Burgess Minstrels. The Moore and Burgess
party, beyond question, owed a great deal of
their pularity to the excellence of their

art singing, and to the charm of their bal-
Pnds. most of which wern derived from Amer-
jon. Many middle-aged men and women
will have pleasant reminiscences as children
of such things as “Rosalie, the Prairie Flower,"
“Come Whera My Jove Lies Dreaming,”
“0 Would T Were a Boy Agnin,” and other
simple though melodious ballads, including
several songs obviouslv suggested hy events
in the American clvil war,

The Ohio Court and the Ticket Soalpers,

From the Rafiway Age.

Certaln tloket scalpers at Buffaio, when proved
gullty a yrar ago of trading, contrary to law, 1n
non -transferablo excursion tickets, csrapsd pune
fshment by the trick of pleading that (he com-
plainants, the rallways, did not come Into court with
“clean hands," beeause they had violated law in
agreeing together to Aix the excursion rates. The
Ohio Supreme Court has rebuked this sophiatry
a declsion just rendered resiraining certala Qleve-
Jand scalpers froin operating in non-transferable
tickets. The court sustalns the right of the rail-
roads to protection against violation of the con-
tracts under which the excursion tickets were sold.
The nerve of these scalpers in holding up thair
fingers, besmirched with the fith of falsehood,
ecounterfeiting, forgery, connivance In perjury
and defiance of law, and demanding “clean hands”
on the corporations which they have robbed,is
amazing but not admirable.

[Harper's Magazine for TFebruary might justly
be called a fictlon number from the quantity of
short storics It contains. Awnong the authors ave
Mr. Robert W. Chambers, Miss Siiberrad and others
of leaser note. Dr. F. A. Cook describes his at-
tempt to élimb Mount McKinley, Mr. Zangwill
Luras to Italy, Dr. Henry McCook and Prof. Simon
Newcomb contribute popular seience, and Presi-
dent Thwing tells about the University of Atkens. ¢
There are verses and pictures.
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